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PREFACE. 

Thb Cltiz6Q3 of TatrntODr^elisiga deep interest in tlie degraSeS 
condidoQ of the Colored population of our couQtsy, yet, mspozzil £0 
do nothing in the premises, unwarranted by the obligationa, wbich 
tbey owe the institutions of thei? country, insonsistens vvith ihs 
plain precepts of humanity, have, after a thorough mvestigation of tho 
subject of Slavery as it exists in the land, seen fit to form a UniON 
Scctsrr, having for its object the Relief of the Cblored Race gei^- 
erally. The field ia large, suffiuietitly large,, they think, to movo 
in the cause, and that effectively, without striking at the Root 
of our well established institutions, endangering the Gonstitutioo, 
and through it, the welfare and happiness of Jwelvs milli^ of 
People. 

The Citizeiis of this place have held several Public Meeting!^ at 
eha Town Hull, at which the above subject has been fully discussed 
by gentlemen well qualified for the task,— Atjone of which, the fol- 
lowing gentlenflen were appointed a Committee to embody the ^hxTO-- 
of tho mcQting, and to report the form of a Coi2£titii^OQ. 

Kev. ANDREW BIGELOW^ 
HoK. JAMES So HODGES^ 

EIb. ^osede bixom» 

HoN.FMHCIB BA¥MES-, . 
JAMES SFROAT,Eq«j., 
Mb. S. O. DUNBAR, 
H. ©. O. COI^BY, Es^^ 

I.. LOEB, Es^, ' ,. 

C.'YOUNG, 
Eev. JOHN B. BODSg &m 
HORATIO PRATT, Esq. 



At a cubcsqusat nesting of &o Citiasss:^ tlie CosiiaitlSQ o^ssscS 



■ * 

iho EepafJ end CortBtitutioa wMcIi wiE be found m the foilowiog 
p^-gesj wMcIi caverally adopted. Thereupon, the Society waa 
formsS, end is dcstmed, i£ m bsUoyedj to increassBg impomacQ and 
growirsg UEsfulaess. Being a Peaca Bosietyj 30 not veatura to 
EG6siEiia3l9, or denouRce. Y/o ora AboltiiooiEi^ as wa think, ia the 
prepsif C3S1C3 of tlis term ; v?e ars Cfoloaiaatioaiets ; we are UnioniBts 
oa CouEtotionol pfmciples, m.& ^ouldchesish andopread afas liio 
cpkis of bmtfeerly ICiodnsca aad €iiasiiy. 



AMONoJtbe benevolent enterprises of the age, most'interesting to 
this people as an important member of the fanoily of nations, that 
^hich invites the energies of the Christian and the Patriot to the 
eventual reijcue of miilions of human beings within our own borders 
from the condition of abject servitude; claimaour profound consider- 
ation. And, it is believed, no one, who has engaged in the se- 
rious contemplation of this great subject will refuse hi^ asseut to 
these propositions. — ^That the subject of slavery is un enormous 
evil, both in a moral and political point of view that the con- 
dition of those subiect to it, ought to be ameliorated, and ; that 
all proper and lawful lUeasures ouj^ht to be adopted for the im- 
provement of the condition of the whole colored race, and for the 
progressive emancipatiun of that portion whos^ servitude can be 
safel? exchanged for civil freedom. In regard to the first pro- 
position, while it commands the acquiescence of the benevolent 
and reflecting every where, especially of those devoted to the pre- 
valence of equal rights in a land blessed, above all others^, with 
^Ivil and religious liberty, may, by its mere abstractness, obscure 
or postpone circumstances in themselves of vital importance &o 
the OKistence of thcU very liberty. It is not difficult to find in 
every Commonwealth or State either on this, or the other side of 
ihe Atlantic, institutions absolutely v/rong in principle, and, of 
uoarse. Injurious in some of their effects; and yet, for sound and 
obvious reasons the people affected by them, prefer either their 
gradual mitigation and change or, their continual toleration, un- 
til public safety, the high end and aim of civil governments, shall 
justify the use of the strong hand of escission or subversion. Nor 
do the v/ise and benevolent, in any country abroad, venture to re- 
vive the spirit that sen^: forth, in the middle ages of Christianity, 
armies to correct the abuses, or to punish the wickedness of 
Foreign lands. The Turks had captured Jerusalem and 
thus desecrated the holiest of cities. This aroused the fervioufs 
of^eter, the hermit. I will rouse, said he, to the captives, ths 
zzar&ial nations of Europe in your cause, and Europe was obedi- 
@nt to the summons. We are not ignorant where lies the martial 
strength of this country, but we trust, it will not be roused from 
its manly rest, — it will not be evoked to battle with friends and 
brethren, in a cause theirs alone to mitigate, to sufier or to re- 
move. The example, most recent and most appalling presented 
by Pffance when she proclaims id her philosophy, false and desola- 
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in-poluics and religion « as it was to the souls of men, atid 
fatal io niililons of human lives as its sanguinary progress among 
the nationa, had but too deplorably proved, will not adduced, 
' it is hoped; to justify another similar inlerferencs on the part at 
one coramuaity, however inspired with a supposed philanthropy, 
with ths dearest interests and sacred rights of another. Liberty, 
freedom, by whatever name personal exemption froEi the power 
of a master may be calb J, is undoubtedly a fit object of desire 
and pursuit. Yet it lav.y be pursued and even gained at a sacti« 
€ce greater than the b^ nefit conferred. The learned and encea- 
trlc Jeremy Taylor gives an anecdote, somewhat in point. St. 
Louis, Kin J orFr anca i ^ent Ivo, Bishop of Chalres on an Embassy. 
The Bishop returned tad informed the king, that, he oiel a grave 
Qnd stately matron on the way, with a censer of Sre in one hand, 
and a vessel t)f water in th© other ; and observing her to have a 
remarkably religious and phantastic deportment and look, he 
asked her what those syml}oIs meant, and v^rhat she meant to do 
with her firo and water 1 she answered, my purpose is witb She 
fire to burn paradise, and with my water to quench the flames of 
bell, that men may serve God, purely for the love of God. So, 
purely for the love of liberty, regardless of the existing association 
of circumstances or of probable consequences, the immediate ab- 
olition of Slavery is preacaed, and to be eflfected, not, perhaps in- 
tentiqnaliy, by the preachers or partizans of the cause, through 
the ageucy of fire and water, but we have no doubt, the new a- 
poiheosis they would render to civil liberty, would, be celebrated 
by the inslromentality of those elements of nature, in combina- 
iiom as direful and effective as human skill and malignity can 
devise. That passion, revenge, whose universality and cruelty 
in man, it is the noble aim and peculiar duty of Chrisiianity to 
subdue, will have a sway, which, flames may, indeed, illustrate 
v^ith the horrors of a servile war, but which many waters canpo2 
quench. We would honor the cause of human liberty but we 
would not distress or disgrace the cause of humanity. 

These general remarks naturally spring from considering 
measures, so vehemently urged, as we have lately witnessed, 
with a view to the immediate and entire abolition of Slavery in 
certain States in our Confederacy. These states, ia felaticQ to 
their possession and management of a slave population, are as 
^ruly independent of other states, as are the distant nations of the 
world, of eacb other. The national Constitution, we all know, ia 
a document imparting none but specific or neciessarily implied 
powers, explicitly declaring all others to be reserved to the States, 
ffespectively. And, raoraover, it takes special notice, by recognitioi% 
and provision, of the iustitution of Slavery, as pertaining, eedu- 
sivel^t the sovereignty of the States. Perhaps in n6 aspect of 
that grave, yet much vexed and abused Instrument, the GoNSl'i- 
TimoN, can we perceive a more clear demarcation of individ- 
ual State power on the one hand, and exclusion of all other, 
whether of th\3 Union, or, of co-ordinate states, on the other, tbaa 
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Is tliere presented in relation to this subject. , Here, then, v^e 
meet a political impediment which should restrain the true patri- 
ot from a course of imprudent interference, whose results, com" 
iQencing in impudent rashness, may very naturally, grow to an' 
archy, violence, murder and the universal dissolution of the fab-^ 
ris of our national entity. Stiii, the philanthropist need not be 
deterred from prosecuting a feasible plan of benevolence toward 
She Slaves because he may not 7ush into the temple of oar com- 
mon, political salvatioDj with a blazing torch, or may not apply it 
to Eoms ofits dark and noisome appendages. Ho, that cause, 
ttm to ite origin and, to its tendencies, whose object is the doing 
much good, and avoiding and removing all possible evil, need 
mi forego the use of the numerous.multiform agencies v^bich may 
ha put forth for the meKoration of the u'hole colored race, and 
the gradual liberation of the enslaved. And we would point to 
eome of the means which may properly be employed in aid of 
ihis great and good cause. The education, moral and 7el;gious 
of ih& free blacks, throughout our wide country, in the non slave- 
holding as well as the slave holding States, demands the strenuous ^ 
and constant esertions of the enlightened and benevolent, ^^^m^ 
this great class much and permanent good, pure and free from 
peril may and ought to be eSected by organized bodies. . The 
inculcation of moral and religious truth on the minds and hearts 
of the &islaved, and their still more minute and business aiding 
instruction, with the consent of their masters, is an imperative du- 
ty on those who would prepare the bondman for freedom. To 
this end, moral suasion must be used, to convince the master and 
the mistress who willlisten to the fnendly appeal, of their deep- 
responsibilities, of their bounden duty, and of their perils wheth- 
er immediate or contingent ;— ^in short, being the. almost, absolute 
controllers of the destinies of their fellow men ia bonds, " of &iu, 
of righteousness and of judgment." For, after all the zeal ai^d 
eloquence and toil we witness going forth to preach or to break 
dowE. the deep>rooted institution of Slavery, as it exists in <sm 
land, these are the persons to whom the language of fraternal re< 
monst;aQce and counsel must first be addressed ; in whose ears 
atone thQ tocsin of alarm must be sounded, and frons whom a- 
lone cm proceed, efficient measures for the redemption of the em- 
slaved. By them, principally, are the evils of the accursed sys- 
tem esperienced, to many of them it is an acknowledged burthen, 
andto aU, to them and to us, it will eventually prove a fatal eE- 
crescsQce on the body politic, unless timely measures be adopted 
foF its reduction and final eEtirpatioh. To thie end, fiauck musg 
■be done v/ithitn'the slave posssssing states, to prepare gsasFkl go- 
€iety andto mature legislation for the probable benefits of mana- 
, . soission. 

And this vast and difficult work must be done amidst the hom- 
es and citadels of Slavery ; and it will require the forecast and 
caution proper to an untried, perilous and (at eEtending espsri- 
meiBt on a degraded ?aee and the accustomed happiReca of fts3- 
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mea. Thqs,in ihe lapse of years fraught with wise efforts.ihe Coq* 
gres3 ofthe U. 'S. may receive the, appeal of the Southem'^and 
South western States with a fav<?? v$nch ehal! attach the <cordia! 
coQCurronce of iho non slave holding States m the enactment of 
!aw3 for the care and safety of the freed man and his master la 
this conviction, we would solicit attentioni to a fact which the 
public friends <of aholitionismsG&nt tiottohave regarded. They 
iniist on the duty of immediate emancipation, and of conferring on 
the quondcm Slaves, the rights and privileges of freemen ; or, as 
some ssem to apps^ehend, this may be too large a boon, they would 
curtail and modify it in form and degree. NoW; Civil -Liberty, 
Sbat which every freeman claims as bis inalienable birthright, in 
this country, kcovrs no ceighbcrhood but that of absolute Slavery. 
The legal freeman is so absolutely. Under bur polity, there can 
be no other rank of men, except miaors, insane persons and those 
condemned for crime or supposed violation of standing lawd, and 
this class of persons, it is preraraed, is not to be taken as the ex- 
ample for the grand accession to the body of the free, contemplat- 
. ^ ed by the abplitiontsts. Have they then duly considered the |ra- 
4^.: ^^l^rtancQ of extending an equal participation in the rights '^nd 
privileges of freemen to some two or three millions of human be- 
ings, whom, an hitherto unbroken, servile bondage of body and 
mind has made unfit for any condition but that of a degraded 
Sjgibor vyitbout intellect, or of brutish passions without virtue 1* And 
i^o they accustom themselves to compare the free and noble in* 
stitiitioDS of our common country with those of any other, even 
with tijose of England, our Father land, wherein Slavery has 
been abolished t No government on earth can bring the Slave 
to a freedom so expansive and so responsible, as oisr own. The 
liberty of thia manumitted of the hitlicr Islands of England, is but 
an exemptldn from bondage. Th6se of pur country would in- 
come positively free citizens capable of uniting in, and it may b&, 
of cbntroling the election ot civil officers and legisktors. Yes, 
with or without the aid of demagogues and aspirants of our own 
complexion, " our own kith and kin," they may decide the etec- 
tion of Governors, and Senators and Representatives and even 
. that of the Chief Magistrate of the Union, and theii* voice may 
preponderate in that of Representatives in the councils of the N&« 
. tioQ. Are we prepared for such results ? But say the preachers 
ot absolute and immediate abolition, "we do not mean it shall 
take place to<lay, or to-morrow, or even next year, but the 'duty 
is immediately pressing and the sin of Slavery ought instantly to 
be. washed out." How is this solemn, moral precept and dicta- 
irdtii.t6.be understood ? TFe say as firmly and as conscientious- 
ly as the abolitionists, Slavery ought to be discontinued find forev- 
er cease to be ; We, too would breathe *' the spirit of universal 
emancipation." But we would require timej^ during which appror , 
priate means should be employed to effect the desired ebc^ . It 
would ^eem, the controversy, in some of its stages^ Is merely a 
. matter of verbal criticism, indeed, a sort of Logonmck^, Yet the 

■ ■• ' > . 
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aljsliflonista sesloEifjIy^ aje, furiously 'mukt m tho tight, tha daty 
m3 iiipsrious obligatiora of ittpi}ediute ©maQcipatiaa of tho eitiro 
iQEe3of iho Sisfes ! Well, U0? trao'lsssltlQa, we eay, 

She eraancipated sbculd Etep forth f?ona tkcir degradation, to enjoy 
Gqmally with ^arselves, ali the immuaities md beneSts of cUizea* 
ship. To return to th3 argument, the freed men of the Isles re* 
ferred to, have no such p&tvver ; no pov7er of action m the great ma- 
chinery of goTemment^ nay, m liberty to approach its remotest 
Hiusiiments, in tho attitude of citizenship, or with such attribute)} 
as thosa with which we dignify the free, of whatever complexion. 
And we would not pretermit or disparage the fact thtit our citizens 
have been always pre-eminently educated to civil liberty ; that 
our fathers during many generations understood and enjoyed it, 
that patriarchal colonies of them, brought it hUhetr as among the 
holiest of th^ir |iosses3ioQ5« and its light has been shining on thsir 
posterity with increasing splendor, ever since. Yet, do v?e. not 
feel the necessity (how oflen too fearfully \) of appropriating for 
our behoof as men, and, especially as feIlow>citizeu3, sU the ap- 
pliances of useful education and liberal learning 1 Tho press 
and the pulpit, the school-room and the university, the frequent 
assemblies of townsmen and the haiis of legislation are all found 
necessary to keep alive the spirit of oivil and religious liberty in 
ourselves and for its transmission to the extended, crowded host 
of coming gisnerations. Without pursuing this topic furthsr, can 
there be safety,, we would not say, benefit, but even the po^^sibility 
of safety, either for our sacred, time-hallowed institutions, or to 
ihe liberated blacks, should they be sufiTered, en masse, or in any 
great numbers, to approach those iustitutionid in the all-perrading 
and tremeni^us name of e^ual liberty and equal rights? A mo- 
Snent's reflecloQ will convince any one not devoted to a favourite 
scheme of inconsiderate philanthropy, thaljhoso i%ho have never 
Ibeea able to govern themselves and have been brpught up under 
no higher motives thaii those peculiatr to a state servitude^ joan^ 
not at a moment and without a fitting education, be capable of self- 

fovernmjiilt, much less, of thatof the great Commonwealth. The 
ixodns iuid subsequent history of the Jews under Moses and Aa- 
ron at jthe command of God, as the Bible informs us, is illustra- 
tive of this point. These Jews had been slaves in Egypt 430 years, 
and were bronght out of bondage as destined to an inheritance in 
Canaan. Yet so vile, ignorant and idolatrous were they, that God 
would not leave them to freedom and self-government And, af- 
ter a severe probation of forty years under the moral law, thun- 
dered into their ears at Mount Smai, and camp laws and various 
disciplinary regulations as preparative to their enjoymeii^of :the 
promlsM land, they had not become fit for that great fav#, and 
» wds not bestowed. They all, but Caleb and Joshua, dibd in an 
ignorance and wickedness so incorrigible, even under the peip^t- 
1^ tjittiOQ of wise judges and rulers appointed under the author- 
ity of Jehovah, ad to be unfit for the blessings and dutieR of Lib- 
@!f|. Jl^b a Bible instance, in pointi; solenanly eommondiiig 
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lo^,©'tJFrc0aF3, . tlBO plan of iprogrcssive lEEtru^Jtiaa* ao^ gradual 
e'mffiissipaiisa."" The cebbs-ffited Rr. A'dQESi Ciarko'hati thic note 
jga tba iith versa of the chapter of Escdu*:. Ho, (Moses,) 
tnai' lirEwHtSo were aot yet prepared to leave their hm- 
dcge tmd that though God had called him to bs their leader, yet 
Ms pro?ideaca had not siifilciehilj opsoed the way. So that^ a 

freparatbn of mind and morals was requsite for ihsss people, even, 
gfoira their dcpartara from Egypt, and afterwards, a severe disci- 
flim mi a probation of forty years in ihe wilderness; and aU this 
.profed to bs ine^ectual. Moses ^na tru!y a colonisationist. \Yo 
TQQid yisid 5}ur cordial approval of the generous sohemp md cf- 
Isrts of tbo American Colonization Society^ whoso hene^oleQce 
lias only been limited, by tho want of ^caniary sneans, and of 
thsst universal co-operatiouy'nrhich it earnestly desires and eminent- 
2y deserves. Comprising as it does nearly all the prominent plana 
of Christian benevolence^of the present age, it, moreover, profibrs 
the h^pieet avenue of escape from danger, both to the roaster 
mi the liberated slave. Thus considered, it comes to the aid of 
the eanso of gradual emancipation and will readily and comforta- 
Us ttaissfer the colored freenaan, with bis own constat, to the lar j 
of his fathers, nay more, to a community of enlightened, indus- 
iuioas. Christian freemen of his own race. Thus may be obviated 
the objection which has been urged, founded on the dangers 
apprehended from the emancipation of Slaves, who might, in 
great masses abide, thereailcr, in the immediate vicinity of their 
former masters. Enlarge but the operations of the Society arid 
the general correction of the impolicy and injustice of the sys- 
tem of Slavery will bs proportionately realized. The Society in- 
tend to eSeet all that the most sanguine libeirato^can consid- 
fir^tel^ desire„. unless he shall desire p;|uitipled exasperations, 
s^enngs and wrongs between th^ master and the Slave or freed- 
mm ; or, an unnatural amalgamation of the races ; or, an is(^atcd 
ssttlement of the colored one within our Country's domain. In 
relation to the j^rst of these consequences, enough has already 
been said. The second, supposes an intermingling of blood from 
which all our better feelings turn with abhorrence, and which, to 
urge, or seriously suggest, is the arousing an indomitable spirit in 
a deservedly proud, intelligent, chivalric race, on the one hand, 
end, to fasten stronger and slrongcr, to sink deeper and deeper, 
the chains and manacles of Slavery, on the other. 

The other potential plan in the contemplation of the liberators, 
that of a distinct location of the emancipated, we would not, at 
this time, discuss. Its feasibility and advantages, as well as its 
diMculties and dangers can be better understo(^ by those in 
whose neighborhood, it would be brought into operation, and % 
whom, its efieets, whether for good or for evil, would be most sen« 
sibSy, most extensively and most permanently felt. The Oma- 
d^ply impressed with a sense of the magnitude of the 
-j^^si hsme i^m, and of the solemn duty of relieving and 
ilKlijbg batter for this World'and the next, that great pbrleoii of 
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mt brethren, ilie colored race, both, tljose wlio bsbg freej-oygtiE" 
io enjoy the full benefits of freedom, and, • 

"Those, whose very gouIs ars moul^cil £o tha jqiio, 
And ctaraped with servitude" — ' ' » ' " 

hsxQ tmmd iheir altcntloa to tho recent " Espssitipn of t!i9 pIisisQ 
and objects ot tho American Uqeoq, for tho Kelief ^ad Improve- 
ment of the Colored Race." A brief hjstory and synopsis of 
this Society, we will here present, while vee commend to thQ 
Public, the Document referred to. Many distinguished phil&n* 
throplsts, jurists and' emiifient Christians in our country bad — ^for 
years, contemplated a plan, whereby measures might be put into 
successful and safe operation, [for the melioration and emancipa- 
iion of the Colored Race, without trenching on the rights of 
individuals or any body of men, asd, without exciting eectional 
jealousies, or the dormant energies of rervitude. More thari me 
hundred of sucln men coming from 7e» of the United States, 
assembled in Boston, January 14th, 1835; and with a serious- 
ness and carefulness beHtting the Enomentous occasion, came 
forth to the world under the title we have already named ; pro- 
claiming no hostility to any other Society, and making no boast 
of superior piety cr apre-minmt charity. Let us, th«h, advert 
to its avowed intentions and purposes. In the firsC placdi they 
Invite all the friends of this cause to associated^ local eSbrts for 
the improvement of the people of coloi^ in all our citieir and larger 
towns. The Society proposes "religious isistruction, by affeo* 
tionate, discreet and faithful teachers, to be provided for iWfrcet 
colored people, in such forms as may be best auited to their 
wants." They propose *" schools to be provided in which every 
colored child shall be eisabled to acquire as good an education; 
as is due by b!rthright to the other inhabitants of this Country; 
They propose the bringtng up the children of the emancipated 
to respectable and regular employments. For» lamentably defifi»° 
ient are these, in the facilities enjoyed by others in gaining an 
tidequute acquaintance with the niechanic arts and the diversifi>- 
od business of thie social condition. Thus, they would implant 
the principles of commott prudence and private * economy, of eat- 
ing and self-denial, of individual responsibility and self respect, of 
honest industry and its sure result, the satisfactions of thrill and 
importance in community. They propose " the bringing forward 
promising yoking men of color and aiding their education in thd 
higher branches 6f knowledge." These, it is believed, may be 
sent.out.as preachers of civilizationjand Christianity, to the desti- 
tute myriads of the colored race in the British Colonies, how 
either emancipated, or passing through the process of emancips- 
tlop. In Hay ti, too, it is well understood, such missionaries 
would be well received, ^jvhere those of our own complexion, 
would be resisted or avoided. And we might appeal tothe gene> 
rot!^ sympathies of our gntire Republic, and, with a fraternal 
fection for our Southern brethren, and ask, whai*may not bs tl^ 
inaligii influences to thm and to al/, when wq regard tl^'|)!^« 



Izziiy Q.f if: ' ,:vlc!£tiws t3 Q7.^ axm dkQvcs sud tfes frca fatecQEKS 
c:ib:'st£D|]liKti7e3a them Ettd eu? coutttrymsa ; mlozi tdmtihz 
C'lp^EECtplesef CbristtEQ ekflEsiEOH^ r/MsIs rc:.px£ csfc 
("nrdlscs ©f^QEEP poiEiicd p^gaee, bdesd tbs very eIcEES2Bts of oae 
csLcCoac-^, ctf^U ba i'eccgaiMd aiid clier jsted in tbosa Islands f 
IdbsEiightsd, wretched Africa, ths nSitel regioa .of the MacIiSj 
wEiEShcrtho.aycspathies znd prayersof tbo Cbristiaa are g©- 
fag farth r/ith ass sscclejatcd energy peculiar to the paEsingoga 
cf high mora! as well physicd poiver, tfe ^ropsrly traiaesi 
cokfitsd EisQ'Of oar^laitd caa do mora to ealigbtenaaddsTatotfe^ie 
EEC??# thsa Ibo combiEiedlearE^ag, piety aad zeai ofcsf o??l? csild 
cSesl» Bade? the most favof able auspiceij. Th«» AticiriesQ Uoba 
prcpccsa to ascertaia f&ets by all proper avail&blo moaQSJ^ia r$I&tb^ 
totba cotiditioQ,, moral and religious; freo aud Esr?ib» . pfil^e 
wholo colored raco. Tbis tboy vrould do,' not for thti mero piSFpdsa 
&fh<ssiing iaforraatioQ but for usiogit to tho e^ectsiatlog gr@at md 
bsQoEcsat results. They invito iatelligenco froca all «|t:arte^ 
&s|d would ba prepared by kaowledgo, to put forth their gre&t 
pka of improvement and colratioa, casting themselves oa ths 
5?isdoEn Q>f the just and merciful the casse of huRiass liberty, 
i7hsr@m they tuay bo, and abovo all^ lookiug to tho providence of 
God, whenoo afono can proceed the consuiuiziation of their hopes 
ris&d dcsirsi. The plan and object of this society, your eooiistif' 
m the tisaln, cordially approve^ &ud in the conviction, thai 
d^tsihsr has hitherto been devissd wo t^el! calculated to avoid 
mWi mi to promoto substsatial, unstained good.in the grand yet 
|^;4oQs enterprize of improving md eEnancipatiog tho colored 
mcQ, would cheerfully cooinaend this institution to ths favor of 
th^ public, and especially tboao among us who would strive v/ith 
a t?ell regulated Christian energy, and noi ittsmsid^f ogetinst ths 
mighty. 

Depreeating Slavery, as an evil originating in Sin, and to h& 
tolerated only by tho force of circumstances, and to bo abandoned 
go soon as these shall justify the righteous and equitable Act of 
^aancipatioQ ; would always bend on our Southern brethren, 
m eye of sympathy for the trials @nd perils to which iiiey ero 
^t4@cted, ond we v/ould not exacerbate the sources of saisery t6 
ythioh they are exposed, by a mawkish philanthropy, or a severe 
of sopptmd duty utterly at variance with tho solemn etipuk- 
tionsof our entire Confsderacy. These stipulations, Wb have no 
right |o annul, nor have we a right to disturb injuriously to either 
p^l^ the ancient, namerous, delicate and difiScoU relations, 
eab^ing between the master and Slave. Hero the^ prcpc/sa 
two principles of action founded in religion and tho eocia! coin- 
part, lEi CBorality and fraternal kindness. On these, wo 6s. oar- 
mlves, in di^nt from modern abolitionism and its awful conso- 
.<|a^ce3. Butwotrould not fold oar arms or close cnr hearts 
@gai!^ tho evils of Slavery. No, as w^'have already indtcstdd, 
WQ hail wii^ gratitude as wa would aid with pleasoro, 
CShsisiiaQ, eonstiiation&I measures for their entire exiermlnation. 



jfit CB GijotiKssd rossting of tbo citSssraa of TjjuatoQj hold cs tfjo 
Tovm Half, on Friday e'^aaing, tlay Est. J©ntf B. Does, in 
tl;3 cud Hoiiatio Tr.w^'t hlr^ Rscr^tety, iho prcecsdtcg Ee- 
poat v»"£^'pKiSi3Dlcd flud rcsd by tlic Hon. Jakes L, Hoboes, (its £ts- 
tlior,) EEtt Gceepted by Uio tnesting. 

- This ^lo^mog C/onstitutiea tres iikcvifea feposted snd adopt-sd by tfeb 
mtfctiag, knd the foUovjiKg officsis ehos-jo, wljcfc-s tona of Eisvlea, 
bf thQ CoasdtutioD, cspira in May men. 



ARTICLE L ; 
This Society ehal! be called the •* Taunton Union, Foa rm 
Relief AND Imp&ovs^miNT of ruE, Colobeo Racs." 

ARTICLE 11. 
The ol^jeci of this Association being the bene?oIeDt eibrt td 
promote in all suitable and peaceable ^ays, the inteliectual end 
mo^al elevation of the Colored Race ; and especially, by collect- 
ing and difiusing useful information, and exerting a J^nd mor^ 
influence, to seek and apply the most judicioas, and practicable 
means, for the flna! extinction of the System of Slavery ia <^r 
land ; it will lend its aid and influence to the " American Unioa,'' 
or any othert Society having for its object the same motives mi 
principles of action, by which this association will be governed. 

ARTICLE IlL 

Any person may become a member of ithis Society, by aigalog 
this Constitution. 

ARTCLE IV. 

The officers of this Society &hall be a President, two Vies 
Presidents, a Corresponding Secretary, & Recosding Secretary, 
and Treasurer, who shall be chosen annaally, ia moh msQaer as 
the Society shall prescribe, and shall perform th9 dati^ ineldoit 
to mth oScsct respectively; 



. ■ ARTIGLB V, \. / 
l^hero-^hall alsD.ba an eke6utive coraraittes of Svem^Eafefs^ 
tvho.'^togethet iviththe Corresponding and Recordiog ^sareteiea, 
shati coQstilute a l»oard of Managers to UausacS tha bttsms::^ cf 
the Society. The President, Yice Presidsats^nd Treac5QF8?, sfeaU 
bs, Ez(0iciOf mambara of the board, 

' ■ > • AETICLE VL 
It shali-Sa t!i9 daiSy of the Recording £^Goret£f|^y l:f 
record of tha proceedings of the coQiety. ^-v , ; 

.• ' ■ ARTICLE. ¥11. --.^V'/. 

■li QtiaSl.bo tba di&if of IbQ Trecstirer.to tal£D.cfia?g©<Sltll 
moniesj 03 may be obtaiEsd -liy-sEilissriptioa o? donatloji t^oS 
the objects of the society, to be appropriated under the dircctEoa 
of tho board of Managers, for the general purposes mentioned in 
Ac&sf-!^ % of this CoQsiitution. 

ARTICLE VIII. 
Tho afsnasl msstlag Qf t\m SocE®t|r, ©liaH bs beM on the third 
Wednesday la May, ^hich time the officers shall be chosen, a 
report presented from the board of Managers, and soch other busi- 
h& traosactedf ss may require eoneidemion. 

AmUlQhM IX, ^ , ' 

The Fecsldetil of Iho Society, o? in hia obcsaso, mthe? of- 4&3 
Vi&3 Presidents, may call special meetings of th@ Aesociatioa at 
moh Gt^e? times, as tbey may think pccpsr. 

, ' - ARTICLE X. 
■ Thh CoaeiEtsiitGiJ raay bs altered at oay aasEid mccifeo ^7 ^ 
" 'Ciito of £'co ihitrdo of ftks Esembsra picccM. 



BT OF OFFICERS. 



Eoih JOHN M. WILLIAMS. ■ 

VBCJ3 PaBDISSBNTS. 

Fs^S7h.»«»»««.»»».»m»..«..Hoe7. JAMES L. HODGES. < 
8aco:»0«<»..».«.»»^»t»»iIoR. FRANCIS BAYLiE@«, 

Ee\.% AHDEEW BIGELOW. 

eeooqoikg sbcektar?/ 
HOUATIO PRATT, Efl<g.. 

Me, lOgEPH DIXON, JABIEB SMOAI?, Esq, 

CHAELES RICHSIONB, Esq. E. Q. Q. €01311, 
E2n. TEOMAS C. BROWN. 



